and How to Correc

Not going to think about how your unconventional pool
shape will impact your pool cover options? Oregon Home
asked four water wizards—a landscape architect and three
pool and spa experts—about what you should consider to
keep fruvf_!,talring a bath on your way to a refreshing d
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Taking a cookie-cutter approach
to your pool's design. Ir's defi-
nitely 8 major project—a hoge
hole in the ground filled wich
® thonsands of gallons of water—bue
it's still only ome clement of your praper-
ty, which inchades vour home, *The pool
shouldn’ be distinet from the rest of the
landscape,” sovs landscape srehitect Sam
Willivmson, the principal of Samuel H,
Williamson Associares in Portland. *It
showld be integraced into it *
SOLUTION: Gt help fromn proles-
sionuls, especially landscape architects
and pool desioners, who have a fiom prip
on che principles and techmigues ol inre-
arating o pual ima w landseape master-
plan. As Spencer Whire of Caseade Pool
and Spa in Lake Cswego, Ore., puts it
Four poal will comne off & lot nicer i vou
take evervthing inrn consideration as vou
design it, even the style of vour home.”

Letting the necessities of watee
treatment and maintenance
trump the aesthetics of pool
design. “Bven an high-end pools,
@ often see skimmers—those big

white plastic circles—in the middle of

claborare poal decks,” savs Williamson.

SOLUTION: Keep your pool’s private
parts privare, “You can just as casily set
the skimmers down a kit wod cover them
up with the paver,” Williamaon says.

Forpetting that your pool is a

major element of your land-

scape throuphout the vear, not

just during summer. Sure, your

& poal looks fubmbous through your

new Trench doors thae frame the water,

bt will it srill mert its conter stope posi-
tiom when it covered for the winter?

SOLUTION: Waork closely with your

poul designer and landscape archicece o

come up with a design that, during our

long winter sewson, won't be just a forlorn

reminder of last vear's delighes. If you

cover your pool, place potted plants or

other decorative clements arcund the

etloe 1o break up the blank expanse.
With a smaller pool, to have a “live”

body of water s o year-round elenent of

the landscape, Williamson recommends
leaving the poal uncovered and heating
che warer just cnough se that it deeso’
frecze, “Keeping g poal uneoverad all
winter 15 an expense,” says Williamson,
“hut it's a stategy you can take if you're
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trving to fit o swimming pool onto 2 small
site thar you'll lnok at all year,”

Assuming vour pool’s underwa-

ter surface has to be a just-
scrubbed-with-Comet turquoise.
There's nothing wrong with a

@ 1urgquoise ponl; just be sure it's

the hest oprion o accent your landscupe.
SOLUTION: Think abon the overall
lock you'te rrying to create before vou
chonse the color of your poal's bipgest
feature—rche water. The interior of o pool
can be finished in plaster, paing or tile, ao
your color choices are unlimiced, *A
swimming pool should be purt of the
whale landscape, and thar means cying it
in with calor,” says Williamson. “Dack

pools look more like o natural pond.”

Believing that plants have to be

kept a cannonball’s splash away

from poolside. Williamson notes

that people are afraid 1o bring

® plants to the edge of a pool,
[(They imagine stomped flowers and u
pool surface full of leaves amd petals) *A
residential poal isn't like a public pool,”

he savs, “Fou won't hove hundreds of kids
Jurnping in and one ol the water all day.”

SOLUTION: Bring greenery near the
water to add visual texture to the poal's
edue, cither with ;:-l:ml&r.\'«—lﬂw and sra-
ble, please!—or by leaving spaces for
plants in your poolside paving. "T'lus,
when you're mthe water, it o sumpoise Lo
st plants close-up,” says Williamaon,

Taking an “I'H do it when T get
around to it" approach to pool
maintenance. Returning from
vacarion to find 25,000 sallons
B of bowillabaisse in your pool ismh

for the fainn of heart—or thin of wallet,

SOLUTLON: Pool pros agree thae the
SCCTCE o mintensme: is regularity, Bon
Welwm, the president of Neprune Swim-
ming Pool Company in Clackamas, Ore.,
whose company has been installing pouls
for more than 40 years, savs, " A poal
doesn’t need a lat of care, but it does
need some care.”

The good mews is that vou needn® bea
mring biologist to do the job. I you have
doubrs abour your abiliny and commitment
to spend an hour a week during the surmner



Juing maintenance by the book, sign 4
maintenanee conteact and let the pros
keep you our of the soup.

Forgetting about maintenance

after you close down your pool

for the winter. Nobody's using

the pool, the cover’s in place—

@ il be fine cil May, righit? No way,

The complex processes of water chem-

istry aren't put on hold by the absence of

kids or the presence of a high-tech pool

cover. “Pool maintenance decreases in

the winter, but don't forger about it says

White. “You still need to check the

chemicals a couple of tines 2 month o

make sure they're not out of whack.”

SOLUTION: Continue a reduced,
but regular, maintenance regimen

through the off-suason, even if vou don’s
use vour poul. If you live where winrer
termperatures put brass monkeys at risk,
run your heater enuugh 10 keep the
water from froczing.

Limiting your pool design ideas

to those in books and magazines.

These are greac pluces 1o begin,

but seeing real pools is the best

® wav ro generie ideas and hear
pros and cons of each design approach.

SOLUTION: Tour as many pools as

o ean before finalizing your design.

Pool owners will pive you a long-term

perspective that's invaluable.

Thinking of a pool cover as an

optional accessory. For all spas

and all b small decorative

poals, a qualicy cover is an essen-

® tial fearure. “If you don't buy a

pood cover, it won't wear well,” says

Wiltried Mueller-Crispin, the owner ol

Ovregon HonSpring Spas. "And a1 won't

seal well; hear will escape in the form of

steam all che time, so you keep paying
far that heat Thar escapes,”

SOLUTION: Include o cover in vour

plans from the beginning. Automatic

S ——

pool covers, in parciculur, aren't
retrofit features, Thev're instolled
with thuir swin motor, trucks and scor-
age compartment when the poul 13
built. Ger 5 sturdy spa cover that fits
with no gaps under i1he spa lip.

Spencer White brings up another
impartant point. “The best safiy
device we have is an automatie pool
cover," he says, “which is fastened ino
the side of the pool on tracks, It's oper-
ated by a motor, and there's a key switch
in full view of the poal

Paving oo much atrention
to bells and whistles when

l 0 maotor horsepower or num-
® ber of jets. “Large motors

buying a spa, whether it's

cost a kot more meney e nun, and 1he
only reason is because they have more
jets,” suys Muoellee-Crispin, “Bur how
many places ean vou sir at one tne™
SOLUTION: Scrutinize the enerpy
efficiency ol a unir. In a well-jnsulated
spa, a smialler motor running mere fre-
quently is better than a large moror
cycling on and off a1 lone imervals,

Not anticipating a pool’s

impact on houschold traffic

and tidiness. The constant

parwde of dripping bodies and

® wet feer in and our of the

house 1 use the bathroom or it a snack

can have you fantasizing abon leaving
the puol eovered —permanenely!

SOLUTION: Budger for ponlside

arcas that serve basic needs, "More and

more homeowners are realizing thar it

nice 1o have a gazebo or a bathroom area

where wet kids don't need to go in and

out of the house,” suys Nelson, “And a

tuir number of peaple are putting small

kitchens near the pool so they have a

place for entertaining™

Forgetting about the pracri-
¢il implications of a pool's
uncenventional shape. The
kidney-shaped puol vou've
Qudreamed of way not be idenl

for your spouse’s lap-swimming rourine,
and it may throw a hitch in your [l

oar l"udf'_r.l—llln' AT AUTOnNEItLe |‘~|1ui Conver.
White says that prol covers on free-form
pools are expensive. Taals at the more
natural end of the specerum=— rhink
boulders avcenting the pool's cenrer—

cun muke ic impossible (or a lap- oo

swinmer 1o get u good workoue,
SOLUTION: Wark closely with a
landscape architece or pool designer to
see il your pool fantasies can be realized
ina way that allows muldple activiries.

Dividing a pool into a deep
end for older childeen and
adults, and a shallow area
for toddlers. “Farents think
@ thut a shallow end will give

them a place 1o teuch a kid how o
swirn,” savs Melson, “bur as soon as the
child learns to do unvthing, he doesn
want to stay in the shallow end.”

SOLUTION: Williamson recom-
mends installing a safery ledge—a
fontwide pladfurm 2 to 3 feer below rhe
water—1ta serve as 4 seat for adults and
an intermedioee depeh for kids.

Leaving your spa unchecked

for extended periods during

the winter, especially if you

live where sub-freezing tem-

® peratures regularly occur.

Freezing can do significant damage 1o 4

spa and its innards, which is why proper-

Iy insulated and sized equipment is so

important. "Having thar liccle pump

running continuously makes a huge dil-

terence,” says Muoeller-Crispin, “When

you circulate warer through the equip-

ment, it’s always wurm down there and

you don't have to worry about freceing,

I you run a pump a few hours a day,
when it"s olf, the water cools quickly.”

SOLUTION: Muake sure vour unit is
well-insulaced and rhat its cover fis
tightly. *When vou lift the caver, you
want a little suction on ic,” Mueller-
Clrispin says.

For cold locarions such as the high
deserr areas wround Bend, consider a
rimer o guarantes the pump and heater
vanne on e safe incervals,

Deciding to drain your own
pool to get rid of a mess cre-
ated by poor maintenance.
This is a mistuke of major
@ proportions, especiully if
undertaken when the ground is rain-
soaked, Adding your pool's waeer load o
what's already in the surroundine
‘ earth can creste cnough hydresadic
pressuee 1o lift vour poal our of
the ground. "A swimming pool
is husically a concrere boat
that's in the ground,” says Nel-
sor. “In Oregen you can ger tain for
rhree weeks ur o time, and if VOHE drain a
paal, you might get water behind the
shell which will pop thar buby cut of che
ground, tuking the decking with it, oo.”
SOLUTION: Don't drain your own
poal—ecver, Ger help from a pool profes-
sional. As Nelson poincs our, murky
poal warer wanally isn't as bad a problem
as It may seem (o you. "Odds are, you
haven't ruined the water in your ponl;
yon've just polluced it he saps. "But we
can filter water. We cun even clean upa
pool that looks lile a fog pumd.®
—Ken Logan
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